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Day 4 – Prayer and Provision 

Once again, our day started with a 7:30 breakfast and the usual buffet items. Today, I discovered that 
one of those items was Cocoa Puffs, even though Hannah Flottmeyer was eating them every morning. 
Nicole Huang gave today’s devotion on Joshua 3, where the Israelites are crossing the Jordan. She 
pointed out how God had them cross while the water was at flood stage. He could have had them cross 
when it was lower, but instead he had them rely on His provision. From this, we discussed how we had 
seen God’s provision and glory on the trip so far, not knowing that God had planned for more instances 
of that today. 

After spending some extra time making crafts in the 
hotel, we headed off to Angela’s place. Angela is a lady 
who owns a shop where she teaches women, 
specifically women who get pregnant at a young age, 
how to make various crafts in order to make a living. 
We attended Angela’s shop during our trip in order to 
buy some gifts for family and friends (such as jewelry 
and sandals), get some sweets for the team, and 
overall support the work that they are doing.  

While we were at Angela’s, the government’s 
education director of that district also happened to be 

visiting. He was saying how they support the work that Angela is doing and that they are hoping to open 
up more shops and schools based on the model she has created. The director was also thankful for the 
support our group provides and was interested in collaborating with Hands of Hope. Almonte (one of 
our missionaries in the DR) was also involved in the conversation and passed along his contact 
information for further communication. Time will reveal what God has planned for this potential 
partnership. 

We headed just outside of Angela’s and waited for the bus. We spent that time 
playing a children’s hand clapping game, called El Gallo (the rooster). We probably 
looked like an odd (but fun) group, since we had no children playing with us and 
the education director and his wife joined as well. After eating some more 
delicious Dominican food for lunch, another Small group did the dishes while the 
rest of the team made peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for VBS. 

Most of the team was going to stay at the 
library to help with Vacation Bible School 
(VBS), but we were able to send out one 

prayer team with Eli Kemna, Isaac Flottmeyer, and Manohar 
James. Both Eli and Isaac found the walk to be a great teaching 
moment, as they were able to watch Manohar who has a lot of 
experience in this area, interact with people and share the gospel.  

Nobody was quite sure what to expect with the VBS craft in the afternoon. We did not know if we would 
have enough crafts. We did not know if moving kids through different stations would work well. We did 
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not know if we would have enough food to pass out to the kids. But God knew. God knew and he 
planned to provide. 

We started by lifting up the work we were going to do to 
God through prayer. This is his work that he has invited us 
to do and his children that he wants us to teach. After the 
prayer and some time to get the stations organized, we 
were ready to start. The task began well, but we quickly 
realized that we were not going to have enough glue for 
the hot glue guns. We had searched the bags and could not 
find any more glue sticks. So we prayed and asked God to 
provide. And He provided. As soon as we prayed for glue, 
Ana Patricia, our lead translator, remembered that she had 
two glue sticks in her bag. Then Nicole found more glue sticks in other bags (after we had searched 
around). By the end of the VBS lesson, we had no extra glue sticks left and we had not run out of glue. 
We had the exact amount we needed. 

God provided in other ways throughout the lesson. We were not going to have enough food for the kids, 
so we prayed, and then we found three extra giant bags full of smaller chip bags. The gluing station was 
holding us up, so we prayed, and then realized that we could share the glue guns between people to be 
more efficient. We did not know if we would have enough crafts, so we prayed, and we got an idea on 
how to make the craft work without some of the parts. By the time we ran out of those parts, one of the 
missionaries had shown up with some books that we decided to give out to the kids. 

It is not a coincidence that provision happened after 
praying. 2 Corinthians 9:8 says “And God is able to bless 
you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having 
all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 
So, we simply asked our Father for what we needed to 
abound for this good work and he provided. He takes joy 
in his children coming to him. Likewise, Philippians 4:6 
encourages us to turn to God – “Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the 

peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” No anxiety for us that day. 

During our evening meeting, we discussed the day. Many people reflected that the VBS lesson went well 
and was better than expected. For our devotion, we looked to John 13:1 – 17 where Jesus washes the 
disciples’ feet. We discussed what it means to serve, reflected on how we had been serving, and set our 
hearts to look for more opportunities to serve. We ended the devotion by washing the feet of our travel 
buddies, as Jesus told us to wash each other’s feet. With Jesus and his serving mindset in our thoughts, 
we headed to bed.  
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