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WATCH THE SMALL GROUP VIDEO

���6DFULÀFLDO�VHUYLFH�LV�WKH�SULFH�RI�LQÁXHQFH��+RZ�LV�WKLV�
true or false? 
a. Can you tell a story about a time when you saw this 

happen?
b. Can you think of a bible passage built around this 

principle?
2. Heart change requires contact.

a. Give examples from the Bible or from experience 
of how getting to know someone–and being with 
them as you served them–impacted them and you 
more than if the process wasn’t personal.

b. Marvin Olasky, in The Tragedy of American Compas-
sion,1 states that in the early centuries of America, 
charity was delivered directly from one person to 
DQRWKHU��7KH�EHQHÀWV�RI�WKLV�ZHUH�

a. The ability to distinguish between real need 
and false need.

E��$�PRWLYDWLQJ�HͿHFW�RQ� WKH�UHFLSLHQW�and the 

1 Olasky, Marvin N. The Tragedy of American Compassion. (Washington, D.C.: Reg-
nery Gateway, 1992).
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giver.
F�� 0RUH� JLYHUV� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� ÀUVWKDQG� WKH�

plight of those in need.
d. A greater sense as to whether what was being 

done was working.
e. Less suspicion and judgment between the 

poorer and richer classes.
  How can/should these principles help us to form our 

service programs in the local church?
3. Obedience is the price of understanding.

a. What’s one task or truth that you only came to un-
derstand through experience?

b.  Why is that the case? Why can we accept some 
things through explanation, while others need to 
be experienced? 

c. Exercise: Name something that can be described in 
words and be understood (i.e. How lying breaks 
people’s ability to trust you). Now, name some-
thing that you can’t easily pass on through a de-
scription (i.e. How to tie a tie). 

4. On a scale of 1-10, how committed are you to the idea 
WKDW� &KULVWLDQ� JURZWK� UHTXLUHV� UHJXODU� VDFULÀFLDO� VHU-
vice? Why?

��� 7R� SDUHQWV�� +RZ� GRHV� \RXU� YLHZ� RI� SDUHQWLQJ� DͿHFW�
your views and actions related to service? What does 
your child’s calendar tell you about your parenting 
priorities? 

RELEVANT SCRIPTURES TO DISCUSS: 
Luke 14:12-14; John 7:17; Galatians 5:13


