
Derick and his wife Beth met during their 
sophomore year at Philadelphia Biblical University 
through a group that ministered to freshman 
students. They got to know each other through the 
team meetings and realized their shared goals and 
vision for the future. Their relationship deepened 
and in November 2006, they were engaged. They 
got married on March 8, 2008. 

Over the past ten years, Derick has ministered 
in a variety of environments. He’s worked with 
students living in Dresher, PA and Princeton, NJ, 
which are some of the most affluent towns in their 
area. He’s also worked with students living in one 
of the most poverty stricken and drug riddled section of inner city Philadelphia. Most 
recently, God sent Derick back to his home town to minister to teens and adults who come 
from broken and dysfunctional homes and to begin planting a new church in town. As he 
describes these experiences, he consistently gives God the credit and glory for having 
grace on him and working through him. 

God saved Derick when he was a teenager by working through a friend of Derick’s, that 
friend’s family and his youth group. Derick looks back and realizes he was saved him from 
a life down a harmful path and this is part of what gives him a passion for teens and youth 
ministry. He wants to help teens avoid mistakes that will haunt them for the rest of their lives 
and to help them develop deep roots of faith as they prepare to launch into the world. He 
is eager to recruit, inspire, and equip a team of dedicated volunteers who will pour out 
their hearts into mentoring the next generation. He is also eager to assist parents in helping 
their children through the last years of childhood, and to rejoice with them as they get to 
see their sons and daughters accomplish amazing things for God’s glory and His kingdom! 

It is Derick’s desire as a youth pastor to assist parents 
in raising their children through the latter years of 
childhood, by equipping and encouraging them to be 
the primary mentor of their child. He also desires to set 
high expectations for students in terms of their spiritual 
development. He wants to challenge them to see their 
schools as a mission field. His goal is to develop a 
ministry program that is fun and exciting but will also 
challenge students to step out of their comfort zones as 
they learn to serve Jesus with their lives.

Youth Director at St. Johns Community Church Jan. 2010 - Jan. 2011 
:: Started a Youth Ministry program at the church. In that, he lobbied for and developed 

a “teen space” in the building and recruited and maintained a team of volunteer 
leaders. The group grew from four teens to more than 30 in a year. Most of those 
students were unchurched and initially hostile to the gospel. 

Co-founder of Bloomsburg Youth Center Sept. 2008 - Feb. 2010
:: Formed a non-profit corporation and attempted to develop a youth/community center. 
:: Developed support from leaders within the community. 

Youth Director of Pennington United Methodist Church Jan. 2007 - Jan. 2008
:: Ministered to a group of 10-15 students and attempted to develop a strong faith in 

them.
Summer Intern/Volunteer at Cornerstone Community Church Sept. 2005 - Dec. 2006
:: Assisted the Youth Pastor by developing curriculum for Sunday School and discipleship 

program and teaching at large group youth gatherings. 
:: Assisted the children’s ministry team by mentoring kids in an after school homework 

help program, assisting with a city sponsored summer free lunch program, and ensur-
ing that play areas were clear of drug paraphernalia.

DerICk ValenCIk
Youth Pastor Candidate

Education 

Personal Information 

Experience Get To Know Derick More

READ blog posts to get more insight on Derick’s personality and experiences at hpcmadison.com.

WATCH a sermon given by Derick to his youth group at hpcmadison.com.

HEAR from Derick at the Youth Pastor Q&A on Fri, June 21 at 6:30pm in Micah E.

VOTE at the Congregational Meeting on Sun, June 23 at 12:30pm in the sanctuary.

Pastor of Catawissa Christian Church Nov. 2010 - present
:: Laid the foundational structure and organization for the church. 
:: Transitioned leadership of youth ministry to a team of core volunteer leaders.
:: Led remodel efforts after their building took on more than eight feet of water from 

the worst flood in local history.
:: Led aid efforts to assist others effected by the flood in their community. 

Bachelor of Science in Bible & Youth Ministry
Cairn University (formerly Philadelphia Biblical University), Philadelphia, PA

Heart for Student Ministry

Derick and his wife, Beth.

Experience continued

Greetings High Point Church! 
I am honored to be a candidate for your next youth pastor. It is my desire that through this 
and the blog posts, you get to see Beth and I as we really are, quirks and all! You are in 
our prayers as you prayerfully consider how you will vote in regards to my candidacy for 
this position. 

Seeking God’s will and Glory!  -Derick (and Beth) Valencik

Derick and Beth with a student in their 
youth group.
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